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By Hand Delivery

Ms. Michelle Kerr

Remedial Project Manager

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency — Region 5
Superfund Division (SR-6J)

77 West Jackson Blvd.

Chicago, Illinois 60604-3590

RE: Chemetco Superfund Site in Hartford, Illinois
Dear Michelle:

My client, Safran Metals, Inc. (Safran) is a recipient of the General Notice letter issued
by USEPA on November 30, 2011. Safran also received a 104(e) request for information.
Currently, the response to the 104(¢e) information request is due May 4, 2012. We are serving the
executed response to the information request contemporaneously with this letter.

Safran’s response to the 104(e) demonstrates that it has no liability for conditions of the
Chemetco site in Harford, Illinois. In summary, the reasons are as follows:

(1) Safran never sent any material to Chemetco’s Hartford site. All recyclable scrap
metal trom Safran was sold to Chemetco at its warehouse in Harvey, Illinois. The
material was delivered to Chemetco Chicago by Safran. Chemetco Chicago paid
Safran for the material with checks from Chemetco Chicago. (See attached 104(¢)
Response.) Simply put, Satran did not ship or arrange for shipping of any material
to the site.

(2) Safran is not in the category of “persons™ liable under CERCLA 42 U.S.C. 9601
et seq. All of the materials sold by Safran to Chemetco Chicago were high grade
recyclable metals. (See 104(e) Response at Nos. 5, 10(a)-(e), 11(a)-(e)). Simply
put, Safran did not “arrange for disposal™ of any hazardous substances at the site.

www. laroseboscolaw.com
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3) All of the recyclable metals sold by Safran to Chemetco Chicago were useful
products — valuable non-ferrous metals to be recycled for remanufacturing and
reuse.

For the above reasons, at this time Safran elects not to further participate in the USEPA’s
clean-up efforts at the site. Safran reserves the right to review any additional information the
USEPA may have that would prove that its recyclable material sold to Chemetco Chicago could
possibly form the basis of liability under CERCLA. If USEPA has any such information (other
than the databases we have already reviewed), please advise immediately, and we will look at it.
[f we hear nothing, we will assume that this matter is closed as far as Safran is concerned.

Very truly yours,

Maﬁ(ﬂA.?;R{se/Z

R Mr. Todd Safran, Safran Metals, Inc.
Mr. Steve Safran, Safran Metals, Inc.
Mr. Thomas Martin, USEPA, Associate Regional Counsel, by hand delivery

MAL/mk
Enclosure
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May 4, 2012

Ms. Michelle Kerr

Remedial Project Manager

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region 5, Superfund Division (SR-6J)
77 W. Jackson Blvd.

Chicago, IL  60604-3590

RE: Response to General Notice and Information Request for the Chemetco
Superfund Site in Hartford, Illinois

Dear Ms. Kerr:

Safran Metals, Inc. (Safran) responds to USEPA’s Information Request dated November

30,2011 and received by Safran in early December, 2012, as follows:
1. Provide the following information about your company (“Respondent”):
(a) The complete and correct legal name of your company.
RESPONSE TO QUESTION 1(a): Safran Metals, Inc.

(b) The name(s) and address(es) of the President and the Chairman of the Board,

or other presiding officer of the company.
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RESPONSE TO QUESTION 1(b):
Steven Safran, President

1685 N. Elston Avenue

Chicago, IL 60642

Todd Safran, Vice President/COO
1685 N. Elston Avenue

Chicago, IL 60642

Allan Baron, Vice President

168S N. Elston Avenue

Chicago, IL 60642

Marjorie Safran, Secretary

1915 Watercress Way

Highland Park, IL 60035

(c) The state of incorporation of the company and the company’s agents for

service.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 1(c¢): Illinois; Marvin W. Temple, S55 N.
Skokie Blvd., #595, Northbrook, IL 60062,

(d) The name(s) of all subsidiaries, affiliates, or parent companies to your

company.
RESPONSE TO QUESTION 1(d): None.

(e) The state of incorporation and agents for service of process in the state of

incorporation.
RESPONSE TO QUESTION 1(e): See response to 1 (c), above.

(f) The status of all subsidiaries. affiliates, or parent companies to your company.
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RESPONSE TO QUESTION 1(f): N/A.

Describe and provide any documents related to your company’s business activities which

resulted in sending material to Chemetco.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 2: None. Investigation continues.

Describe and provide any documents related to your company’s role at the Site, including

what duties/involvement your company had at the Site.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 3: None. Investigation continues.

If the nature or size of Respondent’s activities in relation to Chemetco changed over time,

describe those changes and the dates they occurred.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 4: N/A. Investigation continues.

For each type of waste or material used in Respondent’s operations, describe and provide
documents relating to Respondent’s contracts, agreements, or other arrangements for its
disposal, treatment, trading, or recycling with Chemetco, including but not limited to
whether Respondent controlled where waste sent to Chemetco warehouses was ultimately

processed/recycled.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION §: Safran sold commercial specification grade
recyclable and reusable scrap metal directly to the Chemetco Chicago
Warehouse in Harvey, Illinois. The scrap was purchased by Chemetco
Chicago and the scrap was shipped directly to the Chemetco Chicago facility
in Harvey, Illinois by Safran. Safran was paid directly by Chemetco Chicago
for the scrap metal. Safran has no knowledge of or documents regarding any

recyclable scrap from Safran going to Chemetco’s Hartford facility. No
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waste material of any kind was ever sold, shipped or delivered to any

Chemetco facility by Safran. Investigation continues.

If not already provided, specify the dates and circumstances when Respondent’s waste or
material was taken to the Site, and identify the companies or individuals who brought
Respondent’s waste/material to the Site. Provide any documents which support or

memorialize your response.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 6: None. Investigation continues.

Were transactions between your company and Chemetco and specifically the Site: 1) an
outright sale; 2) subject to a written or verbal “tolling” agreement between the
companies; or 3) reflected the “banking” of the transacted material in a metal account at

the request of your company for return or other disposition at a later date?

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 7: There were no transactions between Safran
and the Site; there were outright sales to the Chemetco Chicago Warehouse,

Harvey, lllinois. Investigation continues.

Did your company have any influence over waste disposal or recycling activities at the

Site? If so, how?

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 8: No. Investigation continues.

Was any shipment of material sent to the Site by Respondent ever refused and/or

returned? If so, describe this event in detail, including its cause and outcome.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 9: N/A. There were no shipments sent to the

site by Safran. Investigation continues.
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10. Describe in detail the types of material that you sent for recycling, processing, or disposal
at the Site. In your response, please also give the generic name of each type of materials

shipped to the Site [e.g., scrap metal (including scrap automobiles), batteries, electronics,

scrap paper, scrap plastic or scrap textile, etc.].

(a) Identify whether the materials were delivered directly to the Site or were trans-
shipped there from another intermediate delivery point. If applicable, describe

each such delivery point.

(b) State whether any of the material was ever tested by your company and if so,
whether the substances exhibited any of the characteristics of a hazardous waste

identified in 35 Illinois Administrative Cod 721, Subpart C or 40 C.F.R. § 261,
Subpart C.

(c) Describe what was done to materials once they were brought to the Site, including

any further processing of the materials.

(d) Provide any additional information and all documents that you believe are related

to the type, nature and characteristics of the materials you sent to the Site.

(e) List the years in which your company sent materials to Chemetco and/or its

broker(s) for recycling, processing, or disposal.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 10(a)-(e): Safran did not send any materials to
the Site. Commercial specification grade recycled and reusable scrap metal,
all of which was copper or copper alloy, was delivered to Chemetco Chicago
Warehouse in Harvey, Illinois during the period December 1999 to

September 2001. See documents attached, Bates Nos. 1-213. Investigation

continues.
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Questions and Requests for Documents Related to Scrap Metal

11. For the following questions which relate to transactions involving scrap metals, provide
the requested information, and also provide copies of any documents that contain any

information that is related to the response:

(a) Did a market exist for the scrap metal listed in your response to No. 10 above?
If so, describe the nature of such a market at the time of the transaction
(possible uses, possible consumers, etc.) and the source of the commercial
specification grade (e.g., Institute of Scrap Recycling Industries, Inc. (ISRI),
Department of Defense, or wherever your company would find the grade

published).

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 11(a): See response to Question 10(a)-(e),
above. Safran did not send any materials to the Site. Yes, a global market
existed for Safran’s materials: ISRI Specifications: Birch, Cliff, Dream,
Drove, Barley, Cobra (Copper); Drink (Refinery brass, i.e., aluminum
bronze turnings and solids, copper turnings); Ocean (Unsweated auto
radiators, heater cores); Enerv (red brass turnings); Honey (Yellow brass
scrap, i.e., mixed brass, yellow brass solids)); Druid (Insulated copper
wire scrap, i.e., No. 2 insulated wire); Ebony (Red brass solids).

Investigation continues.

(b) What commercial specification grade did the scrap metal listed in your
response to question No. 10 meet? Identify/list commercial specification

grades that each scrap metal identified in No. 9 [sic] met.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 11(b): See response to Question 10(a)-(e),

above. Safran did not send any materials to the site. The scrap metal
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delivered to Chemetco Chicago Warehouse in Harvey, Illinois met the

following ISRI scrap specifications:

BARLEY: NO. 1 COPPER WIRE

Shall consist of No. 1 bare, uncoated, unalloyed copper wire, not smaller
than No. 16 B&S wire gauge. Green copper wire and hydraulically
compacted material to be subject to agreement between buyer and seller.

BIRCH: NO. 2 COPPER WIRE

Shall consist of miscellaneous, unalloyed copper wire having a nominal
96% copper content (minimum 94%) as determined by electrolytic assay.
Should be free of the following: Excessively leaded, tinned, soldered
copper wire; brass and bronze wire; excessive oil content, iron, and non-
metallics; copper wire from burning, containing insulation; hair wire;
burnt wire which is brittle; and should be reasonably free of ash.
Hydraulically briquetted copper subject to agreement.

CLIFF: NO. 2 COPPER

Shall consist of miscellaneous, unalloyed copper scrap having a nominal
96% copper content, (minimum 94%) as determined by electrolytic assay.
should be free of the following: excessively leaded, tinned, soldered
copper scrap; brasses and bronzes; excessive oil content, iron and non-
metallics; copper tubing with other than copper connections or with
sediment; copper wire from burning, containing insulation; hair wire;
burnt wire which is brittle; and should be reasonably free of ash.
hydraulically briquetted copper subject to agreement.

COBRA: NO. 2 COPPER WIRE NODULES

Shall consist of No. 2 unalloyed copper wire scrap nodules, chopped or
shredded, minimum 97% copper. Maximum metal impurities not to
exceed 0.50% aluminum and 1% each of other metals or insulation.
Hydraulically compacted material subject to agreement between buyer

and seller.

DREAM: LIGHT COPPER

Shall consist of miscellaneous, unalloyed copper scrap having a nominal
92% copper content (minimum 88%) as determined by electrolytic assay
and shall consist of sheet copper, gutters, downspouts, kettles, boilers,
and similar scrap. Should be free of the following: Burnt hair wire;
copper clad; plating racks; grindings; copper wire from burning,
containing insulation; radiators and fire extinguishers; refrigerator units;
electrotype shells; screening; excessively leaded, tinned soldered scrap;
brasses and bronzes; excessive oil, iron and non-metallics; and should be
reasonably free of ash. Hydraulically briquetted copper subject to
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agreement. Any items excluded in this grade are also excluded in the
higher grades above.

DRINK: REFINERY BRASS

Shall contain a minimum of 61.3% copper and maximum 5% iron and to
consist of brass and bronze solids and turnings, and alloyed and
contaminated copper scrap. Shall be free of insulated wire, grindings,
electrotype shells and non-metallics. Hydraulically briquetted material
subject to agreement.

DROVE: COPPER-BEARING SCRAP

Shall consist of miscellaneous copper-containing skimmings, grindings,
ashes, irony brass and copper, residues and slags. Shall be free of
insulated wires; copper chlorides; unprepared tangled material; large
motors; pyrophoric material; asbestos brake linings; furnace bottoms;
high lead materials; graphite crucibles; and noxious and explosive
materials. Fine powdered material by agreement. Hydraulically
briquetted material subject to agreement.

DRUID: INSULATED COPPER WIRE SCRAP

Shall consist of copper wire scrap with various types of insulation. To be
sold on a sample or recovery basis, subject to agreement between buyer
and seller.

EBONY: COMPOSITION OR RED BRASS

Shall consist of red brass scrap, valves, machinery bearings and other
machinery parts, including miscellaneous castings made of copper, tin,
zinc, and/or lead. Shall be free of semi-red brass castings (78% to 81%
copper); railroad car boxes and other similar high-lead alloys; cocks and
faucets; closed water meters; gates; pot pieces; ingots and burned brass;
aluminum, silicon, and manganese bronzes; iron and non-metallics. No
piece to measure more than 12” over any one part or weight over 100 Ibs.
Heavier pieces acceptable upon mutual agreement between buyer and
seller.

ENERYV: RED BRASS COMPOSITION TURNINGS

Shall consist of turnings from red brass composition material and should
be sold subject to sample or analysis.

HONEY: YELLOW BRASS SCRAP

Shall consist of mixed yellow brass solids, including brass castings, rolled
brass, rod brass, tubing and miscellaneous yellow brasses, including
plated brass. Must be free of manganese-bronze, aluminum-bronze,
unsweated radiators or radiator parts, iron, and excessively dirty and
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corroded materials. Must also be free of any type of munitions including,
but not limited to, bullet casings.

OCEAN: MIXED UNSWEATED AUTO RADIATORS

Shall consist of mixed automobile radiators, to be free of aluminum
radiators, and iron-finned radiators. All radiators to be subject to
deduction of actual iron. The tonnage specification should cover the gross
weight of the radiators, unless otherwise specified.

Investigation continues.

(c) At the time of the transaction(s) what was the intended disposition of the scrap
metal listed in your response to question No. 10? Did this include burning as

fuel, or for energy recovery, or incineration?

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 11(c): See response to Question 10(a)-(e),
above. Safran did not send any materials to the site. The material delivered
to Chemetco Chicago Warehouse in Harvey, Illinois was an outright sale,
and the materials delivered were for the purpose of reuse and recycling.

Investigation continues.

(d) After sale, transfer, delivery, recycling, or disposal, what portion of the scrap
metal listed in your response to question No. 10 was to be made available for
use as a feedstock for manufacturing of new saleable products? Explain how

the portion identified in this ans'ver was derived or calculated.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 11(d): See response to Question 10(a)-(e),
above. Safran did not send any materials to the Site. 100% of the
materials shipped to Chemetco Chicago Warehouse in Harvey, Illinois
were available for use as a feedstock for manufacturing of new saleable

products. The commercial specification scrap metal sold by Safran did
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not contain any non-metallics or waste. The materials were brought in to
Safran ready to be shipped. Sat:ran inspected the materials, accumulated
the different categories, and hz;nd sorted, if necessary. Therefore, 100%
of the metals sold were available for use as feedstock to new production.

Investigation continues.

(e) Could the scrap metal listed in your response to question No. 10 have been

¢y

used as a replacement or substitute for a virgin raw material? If so, provide

details.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 11(e): See response to Question 10(a)-(e),
above. Safran did not send any materials to the Site. With regard to the
materials shipped to the Chemetco Chicago Warehouse in Harvey,
Illinois, yes the materials could have been used as a
replacement/substitute for a virgin raw material. Safran supplied only
commercial specification grade scrap metals. Scrap accounts for 40% of
the world’s raw material needs. Copper alloy scrap provides about half of
the copper consumed in the U.S. each year. Recycling copper saves up to

85% of the energy vs. using virgin ore. Investigation continues.

Could any products made from the scrap metal listed in your response to
question No. 10 have been used as a replacement or substitute for a product

made, in whole or in part, from a virgin raw material? If so, provide details.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 11(f): See response to Question 10(a)-(e),
above. Safran did not send any materials to the Site. With regard to the
materials shipped to the Chemetco Chicago Warehouse in Harvey,

Illinois, yes the materials could have been used as a
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replacement/substitute for a product made, in whole or in part, from a

virgin raw material. See response to 11(e), above. Investigation continues.

(2) Did your company melt the scrap metal listed in your respbnse to question
No. 10 before it was transported/delivered to the Site? If yes, describe the process

used for melting the scrap metal.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 11(g): See response to Question 10(a)-(e),
above. Safran did not send any materials to the site. Safran did not melt the
materials delivered to the Chemetco Chicago Warehouse in Harvey, Illinois.

Investigation continues.

(h) Describe the source of or the process that produced the material sent to the

Site.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 11(h): N/A. Safran did not deliver materials to

the Site. Investigation continues.

12. Did any of the scrap material sent to the Site contain other material(s) incident to or

adhering to the scrap? If so, describe in detail.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 12: N/A. Safran did not deliver materials to the

Site. Investigation continues.

13. Did any of the material sent to the Site contain wire or wiring? If so, was the wire’s

insulation first stripped before being shipped to or accepted at the Site, after being

received at the Site, or was the wire not stripped?
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RESPONSE TO QUESTION 13: N/A. Safran did not deliver materials to
the Site. No. 2 insulated wire (ISRI specification: Druid) was delivered to
the Chemetco Chicago Warehouse in Harvey, Illinois. All of the material
Safran delivered to Chemetco Chicago Warehouse was copper or copper
alloy; approximately 3% was No. 2 insulated wire. Investigation
continues. |
l
14. Did the material shipped include drums or shipping containers? If so, specify the
generators of the drums or shipping containers, the capacity of such drums or containers
and whether such containers ever contained liquid of any sort. If so, specity the type of

liquid and whether such liquids contained wastes of any kind.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 14: N/A. Safran did not deliver materials to
the Site. The materials delivered to Chemetco Chicago Warehouse in Harvey,
Illinois were put in Gaylord boxes and placed on pallets. On occasion,
materials were delivered in drums to Chemetco Chicago Warehouse, but not
typically. No liquid of any sort was ever handled or shipped by Safran.

Investigation continues.

15. Describe all efforts (i.e., Site visits) taken by your company to determine what would be

done with the scrap metal identified in your response to question No. 10.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 15: Safran drivers delivered recycled and
reusable scrap metal to the Chemetco Chicago Warehouse in Harvey,
Illinois. The warehouse appeared to be in order and Safran had no reason to
believe that the material Safran delivered to Chemetco Chicago Warehouse

was not being recycled and reused. Investigation continues.

Questions and Request for Documents Related to Electrical and Electronic Equipment
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16. For the following questions which relate to transactions involving electrical and
electronic equipment (e.g., transformers, capacitors, white goods, computers, monitors,
cables, circuit boards, or other electrical equipment), provide the requested information,

and also provide copies of any documents that contain any information that is related to

the response:

(a) List an estimated number of shipments of electrical and electronic equipment
your company sent to the Site on an annual basis and list the years. In this list,
include the type of quantity, volume and weight of electrical and electronic

equipment sent;

(b) At the time of the transaction(s), what was the intended deposition of the
electrical and electronic equipment listed in your response to question 15(a)?
Did the intended disposition include burning as fuel or for energy recovery or

incineration?
RESPONSE TO QUESTION 16(a)-(b): N/A. Investigation continues.

17. With respect to waste or materials sent to the Site, at the time of the transactions, specify
the measures you took to determine the actual means of treatment, disposal, recycling, or
other uses of the material. Provide information you had and any documents relating to the
treatment, recycling and disposal practices of Chemetco at the Site. What assurances, if
any , were you given by the owner/operator of the Site regarding the proper handling and
ultimate disposition of the materials you sent there, as well as its compliance with
applicable environmental laws? Include in your response any correspondence to and from
Chemetco relating to his topic and dates the measures were taken or assurances were

given.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 17: N/A. Safran did not send waste or

materials to the Site, Investigativn continues.
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18. What efforts and when, if any, did you take to investigate the nature of the operations
conducted at the Site and the environmental compliance of the Site prior to selling,
transferring, delivering, disposing of, trading, or arranging for the treatment, recycling, or

disposal of any materials?

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 18: N/A. Safran did not send materials to the

Site. Investigation continues.

19. Provide all information in your possession that shows that you were in compliance with
applicable federal environmental regulations or standards regarding the recycling of

materials, particularly Section 127 of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9627, sent to the Chemetco

Site.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 19: N/A. Safran did not send materials to the

Site. Investigation continues.

20. Provide all information in your possession that shows that you were in compliance with
applicable federal environmental regulations or standards regarding scrap metal

promulgated under Resource Conservation and recovery Act (RCRA).

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 20: The scrap metal that Safran sold to
Chemetco Chicago Warehouse in Harvey, Illinois was “processed scrap
metal” and therefore not waste in accordance with RCRA (40 CFR §§
261.1(c)(10), 261.4(a)(13)). Investigation continues.

21. Provide all RCRA Identification Numbers issued to Respondent by EPA or a state for

Respondent’s operations.
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RESPONSE TO QUESTION 21: None. Safran has a City of Chicago Class
II Recycling Permit and a City of Chicago Pollution Prevention Certificate of
Operation. Investigation continues.
22. List all federal and state environmental laws and regulations under which Respondent has

23.

24.

25.

reported to federal or state governments, including but not limited to: Toxic Substances
Control Act, 15 U.S.C. Sections 2601 ef seq., (TSCA); Emergency Planning and
Community Right-to-Know Act, 42 U.S.C. Sections 1101 ef seq., (EPCRA); and the
Clean Water Act (the Water Pollution Prevention and Control Act), 33 U.S.C. Sections

1251 et seq.
RESPONSE TO QUESTION 22: None. Investigation continues.

Identify the federal and state offices to which such information was sent. State the years

during which such information was sent/filed.
RESPONSE TO QUESTION 23: N/A. Investigation continues.

If you have reason to believe that there may be persons able to provide a more detailed or
complete response to any question contained herein or who may be able to provide
additional responsive documents, identify such persons and the additional information or

documents that they may have.
RESPONSE TO QUESTION 24: None. Investigation continues.

If any of the documents solicited in this information request are no longer available,
please indicate the reason why they are no longer available. For each and every question
contained herein, if information or documents responsive to this Information Request are

not in your possession, custody or control, then identify the persons from whom such
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information or documents may be obtained. If the records were destroyed, provide us

with the following:
(a) the document retention policy between 1970 and 2001;

(b) a description of how the records were destroyed (burned, trashed, etc.) and the

approximate date of destruction;

(c) adescription of the type of information that would have been contained in the

documents;

(d) the name, job title and most current address known by you of the person(s)
who would have produced these documents, the person(s) who would have
been responsible for the retention of these documents; the person(s) who
would have been responsible for the destruction of these documents; and the
person(s) who had and/or still may have the original or copies of these

documents; and

(e) the names and most current address of any person(s) who may possess

documents relevant to this inquiry.
RESPONSE TO QUESTION 25(a)-(e): N/A.

26. Please state the name, title and address o: each individual who assisted or was consulted

in the preparation of the response to this information request.
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RESPONSE TO QUESTION 26:

Steven Safran, President
1685 N. Elston Avenue
Chicago, IL 60642

Todd Safran, Vice President/COO
1685 N. Elston Avenue
Chicago, IL 60642

Mark A. LaRose

Attorney at Law

LaRose & Bosco, Ltd.

200 N. LaSalle Street, Suite 2810
Chicago, IL 60601



I certify under penalty of law that this document and all enclosures were prepared under my
direction or supervision in accordance with a svstem designed to assure that qualified
personnel properly gathered and evaluated the information submitted. Based upon my inquiry
of the person or persons who manage the system. or those persons directly responsible for
gathering the information. the information submitted is to the best of my knowledge and belief.
true, accurate. and complete. [ am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false
information, including the possibility of fine and imprisonment for knowing violations. The
individual who prepared the response or the responsible corporate official acting on behalf of
the corporation must sign and date the statement. affidavit. or certification. Include the

corporate ofticial’s full title.

Satfran Metals, Inc.
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